RECALL TO JAG-ANNATH-DHAM
little difficulty and with a part of the burden of his body
put upon the shoulders of two able-bodied disciples.
Having proceeded to some distance, he rested for a while.
In the meantime a few Pandas (priests employed in the
service of Jagannaih) met him and asked for money. He
regarded the unexpected sight of the Lord's servants on
tile way as an excellent indication of the Divine mercy.
-He received them as the bearers of the greetings and bless-
ings of his most Beloved Lord, and with his characteristic
humility and devotional spirit took the dust of their feet,
paid them a handsome amount and begged for their good
wishes. Just as the Pandas departed with a delightful
heart, the Master appeared to obtain immense strength
in his legs and began almost to run for the Lord's Temple
with the glorified name of Jagannath on his lips. Thus
the first lesson he taught his disciples on reaching the
sacred place was that-due respect should be paid to the
persons engaged in the service of the Deity and a worship-
ful attitude should be cherished towards them as the Lord's
servants, without any consideration of their merits or
demerits as particular individuals. The Lord bestowed on
them the covetable privilege of rendering personal services
to Him, managing the affairs of His Temple and looking
after the comforts of His devotees ; and it was the duty
of those who had faith in His infallible judgment to pay
respects to them from that point of view.
The Master ordered his followers to commence Kirtan
and began himself to sing and dance. The weakness of
his legs disappeared.   The whole atmosphere was
electrified with a spirit of love and joy. The party
proceeded on, singing and dancing and with little
consciousness of the material surroundings. The people
of the holy city were reminded of the days of Sri Chaitanya.
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